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Decoding the Bavarian hidden gem

Amberg defies the standard historical itinerary. To understand its unique juxtaposition of meticulous medieval
preservation and whimsical modern ingenuity, we must deconstruct the city into its four ruling elements.

Earth Water Air Spirit

The modern, kinetic levity of the The enduring, convivial warmth

The historical gravity of stone The flowing Vils river canals and
of the local beer gardens.

walls and St. Martin's Church, the optical illusions of the Stadtbrille. Luftkunstort (Air Art Place).
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The weight of
medieval stone

Rooted deep in the Upper Palatinate (Oberpfalz), Amberg's foundation 00
is defined by historical gravity. The city's silhouette is dominated by the
imposing spire of St. Martin's Church, towering over a sea of terracotta
roofs and heavy sandstone blocks that have withstood centuries.
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A fortified perimeter,
impeccably preserved

The journey into the old city begins near the Kurfurstenbad, crossing through
structures that blur the lines between fortification and passage. Amberg
Amberg remains famous for its exceptionally well-preserved city gates and
walls—including rare architectural combinations that serve simultaneously
as defensive gates and functional bridges.
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The fluid veins of the Vlls
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The Vils River acts as the mirror of the city. Historic, colourful facades line
the active canals, transforming the rigid geometry of the streets into a fluid,
shifting canvas. The waterways are the lifeblood of Amberg's aesthetic,

providing a dual perspective on every building.
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The geometry of the Stadtbrille

Known as the "City Spectacles,” this medieval toll bridge relies on the Vils River to
complete its architecture. The perfect semi-circular stone arches require the exact
reflection of the waterline to form the illusion of a pair of rounded spectacles.
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The Architecture of Connection

Subject A: The Heavy Past Subject B: The Light Present

Subject A: The Stadtbrille Subject B: The Pulley Footbridge

Era: Medieval Antiquity Era: Contemporary

Materiality: Heavy Sandstone & Timber Materiality: Tensioned Steel & Industrial Iron

Function: Fortification, Toll Collection, Perimeter Defence Function: Civic Accessibility, Pedestrian Flow

Kinetic Energy: Static. Rooted deeply in the earth. Kinetic Energy: Dynamic. Utilizing counterweights and levity.
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Engineering levity

Modern interventions in Amberg do
not hide from the city’s history;
they glide over it. This kinetic
footbridge integrates seamlessly
into the historic canal path,
employing an elegant system of
visible mechanics to maintain
pedestrian access without
disrupting the ancient water flows.
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Welcome to the
Luftkunstort

Amberg sheds its medieval
weight entirely at the
Luftmuseum (Air Museum).
Officially designated as a
“Luftkunstort” (Air Art
Place), the city dedicates
significant cultural space to
exploring the ethereal, the
invisible, and the pneumatic.
It is @ whimsical counter-
statement to the heavy
stone outside.




Giving physical weight to the

The Void: The

Using negative Atmosphere:
space to Visualizing the
represent the . containment and
dispiacement of release of global
air within the atmospheric
human form. pressure.

B il

invisible

The Breath:
Sculpting the
physical strain
of breathing and
the interaction
between surface

and wind.
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The spirit of Oberpialz

The intellectual exploration of Amberg inevitably
leads back to the communal grounding of a traditional
beer garden. Here, the conviviality of Bavarian
culture provides the ultimate warmth, anchored by
local institutions like Brauerei Winkler.
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A cure for
‘Unterhopfung’

Amberg’s historical gravitas is perfectly
balanced by a distinctly Bavarian sense of
humour.

Term: Unterhopfung [Noun, local]

Translation: "Under-hopping” or a critical
deficiency of hops in the bloodstream.

Treatment: Break glass in case of
emergency.
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The Amberg Equation

Variable A:
The Heavy Past

Meticulous Medieval
Preservation
(Stone walls,

Stadtbrille, St.
Martin's)

/I' he Result\

Amberg’s true magic lies in its

f, refusal to be trapped in amber.

it

Itis not just a preserved relic; it
is a living, breathing museum
where the elements of history

and modernity are perfectly

balanced.
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Variable B:
The Light Present

Whimsical Modern
Ingenuity
(Kinetic bridges,
Luftmuseum, local
charm)
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A city worthy of retlection.

Discover Amberg.
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